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WILTON (Museum) LA
Lichmond Vicinity, Henrico County, Virginia : w0

Owner: Oolonial Dames of America {of Tecounstructed building]

Dste of Erection: ¢.1753 (Removed to Richmond 1952)

Architect: Unknown

Builder: William Randolph III {owner)

Present Condition: Perfect (restored)

Number of Stories: Two snd basement

Materisls of Conctruction: Brick (Made on the plsace)

Other Existing Pecords: None known

Additional Data: The land on which the house stood before 1t was

moved to Eichmond, was granted to Richard Perrin
in 1672, ESome of this lsnd had been formerly
granted to Captain Matthew Edloe on QJctober 2,
1656, eand by him assignzd to Richard Perrin.
(Virginia Historical Magezine, XLI, p. 310}.

The brick menasion at Wilton was built by
¥Willism Randolph III (died 1761}, & younger son
of Willism Randolph II {1681-1742), of Turkey
Island. Upon his death it wes inherited by his
gon, Peyton Randolph, who married Luecy Harrison,
daughter of Benjsmin Harrisor, Signer cf the
Declsretion of Indevendence. The Randolphs owned
it until sbout 1860, when the bheiress of the
family, Kate Randolph, grest grandd=mughter of
*illiam Randolph III, merried Edward C. Meyo.
Since then the estete hes freguently changed
hands.

The property was finslly sold in 1932 to
sutisfy u nmortgage snd was bought by & banking
institution. This institution was offered sub-
stuntial sums for the panelling in some of the
roome and the hsll to be removed from the Ststse,
In order to prevent this sand preserve this unususl
and historic home, the Colonisl Demes of fmerica
in the 3tate of Virginia bought the bhouse.
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Wilton iz completely penelled to the ceiling in &ll rooms.
The original colors on the interior have been restored. As rebuili
the house has heen properly restcred. Some of the sash, shutters,
flooring end hardwsre ere reproductions.
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ADDITIONAL DATA

{From the leaflet "Wilton" sublished by the Sceiety of Coloniel Dames
of Virginis)

WILTONW
(Built 1739)
Wilton Hoed, vie Cery Stireet foad, Riclmond, Virginls
(Cpen to the publin daily)

Originally situuted six miles below Hichmond, on the James Kiver, on
a trect of land known as "orld's Znd," this plantation wes gcaunired piece-
meal, parcel by parcel, by Williewr nendolph II, of Turkey Isisnd, 2rior to
1747, when we first read of "williawm Handolpz of Wilton.” e know from
the inscription found beneath the cornice of the southwest bed room, which
rends.

"Sempson Darrsll put up this Cornish in the yeer of our Lord 1753,7
when the house wes completed. Tt vwas cecupied by Williem KHundolph I1I,
the son for whom it was built, and his wif'e, Anun Carter Harrison, dsughter
of Benjemin Harrison, of bBsrkeley.

A rumint item is found, as to the way in which somes of the land was
purchased, from a deed boox of 1747, whers the following is recorded:
M0ne ezr of Indien Corn to bve peid «s rent if demanded on the Feust Dey of
St. Micheel the Archengel so that title mmy be properly trensfered undsr
the statute of uses.”

Through & waried succession of ownerships this solidly built brick
house has remained practically intact, altbough sulferipge both from the
kevolution &nd the wer Between the Ltatss.

The tesk of removing and re-erecting 4ilton upon its new site wss put
into the hunds of experienced emnd reversntial builders, znd after carelful
numbering of each piece, the house was moved giece by piece, wnd rebullt,
using asll of the originsl meterial, brick, woodwork, hardwars, eto., mak-
ing an exsct reconstruction.

As ¥ilton stood originally, s0 it stmods todey, a fine two-story men-
sion with basement, built of brick burned heer its origingl site, proven
by the fact thst bricic made in the same locslity ourns to a similar color.
Neither the rubbed brick around the windows snc corners, nor the belt course
around the houss, is new, ocut is as it wes, the idea being to have inis
trim stand out from the darker brick of tane house itself, thus forming an
unusual and interesting festure.

The stone steps which were missing when the house was removed, have
baen replaced, and one enters the broed hell ihrough & massive door of
ejght pensls, with & corrvesponding door &t the opposite end. Heavy iron
locks, with large Lrasg xeys, €5 wéll as H ond L hinges, adorn taese doors,
all original,
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Hoth lower and upper hells, running through the house, are penelled

- throughout, 85 are the eight rooms, with their twelve chimney bresst closets,

on the two floors. The wood being hesrt pine, or dezl, is pzinted, as it

" 18 now sn establisked fact theat all pine panelling found in Epglish nouses

of the geriod of ilton, were paintsd, and nevsr left with the natural
finish.

The stailrway, with wide steps of easy escent, the slim, twisted newsl
post, the welnut hend-rail, the graceful, cax Grecian motif running
along the balustrsde, consisting of twisted spi e

of the hell.

_ The dignity of the proportions of the rooms &t Wilton strixes one at
once. Of the two rooms on either side, the drawing room is naturally the
most notable, the most interesting femtures being the chimney plece of
Cgrara merble, {lush with the wall, apd the panelled alcoves on either
side, entered through archwsys and lighted by narrow side windows. The
two windows of the room, with their low, broad sills, have heavy inside
blinds, =nd the penelling of this beautiful room is painted a deep cresam,
A communicating door lesds into the sdjoining rcoom, likewise panelled and
painted a sof% olive.

The colors used in painting the panelling throughout were determined
by scraping oft the mery coats of peint, which hed accumulated during the
yesrs, down to the originel color, which wes feithivlly renroduced.

Aeross the kall ere the tro corresponding rooms, penelled from floor
to ceiling, zg &re the four rooms eoove, meking this fine old ménsion,
with all rooms and halls and closets completely panelled, unicue in exist~
ing Virginie houses. For this reason, it is pronounced & treassure beyond
price.

Ye huve it from Washington's Diary thet in the year 1775 he "Heturned
from the Convention, &nd went to Mrs. Randolph's of Wilton." And Thomas
Jefferson, & Randolph himself, =nd a frecuent visitor at his ¥Wiiton cou-~

sins', says: "Bern Harrison hss gone & courting to ¥Wilton.®

The notablas of the day, distinguished plenters, nobility from over-
sess, and officers of the Military, were sll enterieined &t this rospit-
gble country seat and the Wilton Guest dSoox would spow the names of Vir-
zinia's famous families, one and all.



